FRED KAPLAN, Dickens and mesmerism. The hidden springs offiction, Princeton, N.J., Princeton University Press, 1975, 8vo, pp. xv After dealing with Dickens's experiences with mesmerism, based on published and unpublished material, the author seeks to demonstrate that it was central to his life and imagination. Although this will be contested strongly, his book provides new and controversial insights into the novelist's life, personality, and work. At times Professor Kaplan claims influences that are difficult to accept and he tends to read too much into certain parts of the writings. The discussions on the significance of sexuality and homosexuality, for example, are of limited value and will be widely resisted.
This book will, no doubt, stir up considerable controversy, which will stimulate further research into a comparatively neglected aspect of Dickens. This in itself will add to our overall knowledge of mesmerism in the nineteenth century, a topic which is in need ofmuch deeper study. Despite the many defects of his book, we can perhaps, therefore, be grateful to Professor Kaplan for being a gad-fly, as well as presenting a scholarly study.
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